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Summer of Stories 
Get wrapped up in quilts and in the Quilt Trail this summer, in person and online. Quilts may conjure up old memories, but this summer those stories are coming alive in new ways.
With a grant from the Tennessee Arts Commission, the Quilt Trail of Northeast Tennessee teamed up with the ETSU Anthropology Department to launch the YouTube Quilt Story Booth, a project to interview locals and document and preserve the folk life surrounding quilts and their makers. Visit YouTube and search for "Northeast Tennessee Quilt Trail" to listen to more than 45 interviews of people about their quilts and history from across the region.

"Not only do we say that every quilt has as story, but we invite you to see history through the lens of quilts," says director Emily Bidgood. "Quilts tell about love, loss, war, family, social change, faith. This summer we are helping bring those stories to life for the public to support the Quilt Trail."

The 3rd annual Quilt Turning for the Quilt Trail storytelling event will showcase several of these stories as a fundraiser on Wednesday July 19, starting at 12PM at Farmhouse Gallery and Gardens in Unicoi. The event will feature several heirloom quilts behind the Quilt Trail and their stories told by the quilt barn owners themselves. 
The program includes stories told by Ron and Betty Dawson of St. John Mill, Watauga, the oldest business in Tennessee; Linda Crouch McCreadie, of Tennessee Quilts, Jonesborough; and Val Lyle, artist-sculptor in Bristol and her family quilt collection. Special guest and Jonesbrough Storytellers Guild member Marjorie Shaefer will join the event for a performance of her own stories. 

A quilt turning is a form of informal performance in a comfortable setting. Led by Linda Crouch-McCreadie, co-owner of Tennessee Quilts Shop, the quilt barn owners will stack their quilts on a large bed and then peel back the layers, as they peel back the layers of time. Everyone gathers around to enjoy the “turning”: hearing the stories behind the quilts, the quilt-makers, and the intricate handiwork stitched into them. 
The Quilt Trail of Northeast Tennessee is a Appalachian RC&D Council program cataloging and celebrating regional quilt history and how the tradition continues today. The program is responsible for the colorful painted quilt mural installed on old barns and in the downtown centers of Carter, Johnson, Sullivan, Unicoi, and Washington counties. 

A truly American phenomenon, across the country there are currently 45 states with Quilt Trails, including Kansas, Louisiana, Virginia, and Oklahoma. The quilt barns have spread into Ontario, Canada.  All were inspired by Ohio, but each trail remains independent and grass-roots. Tennessee was honored last year when Greeneville was the location for the National Quilt Trail Gathering.
“The Quilt Trail has increased our customer base,” says Linda Crouch-McCreadie. Her shop in downtown Jonesborough displays two intricately-painted quilt squares on its brick façade on Boone Street. Crouch-McCreadie is the 5th generation of her family to live on Crouch Farm in Boones Creek, Johnson City, which is also a stop on the Quilt Trail.  She is also interviewed as part of the YouTube Quilt Stories project.

“People notice our squares as they are coming up the highway and they stop in and ask what’s this all about? It is a conversation starter to share a personal story with customers and tell about our region’s history to people who are visiting.”  
Whether you are a local history buff, a quilt lover, or just love a good story, the Quilt Turning is educational for all.  The Quilt Turning includes luncheon by Farmhouse Gallery and Gardens; tickets are $40. Call 423-979-2581 or go online at http://arcd.org/registration. Tennessee Quilts is lead sponsor.
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