[image: image3.jpg]< ,J'v ~APPALACHIAN
| anwdat SR C 5D COUNCIL





[image: image4.png]



[image: image1.jpg]< ,J'v ~APPALACHIAN
| anwdat SR C 5D COUNCIL





   APPLICATION PAGE 1    [image: image2.png]




GRANT OPPORTUNITY FOR NEW TENNESSEE COMMUNITY GARDENS
NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
Application period closes December 15, 2014, midnight.
CONTACT 
Emily Bidgood, Appalachian RC&D Council
3211 N. Roan St. Johnson City, TN 37601
423-979-2581 – apprcd@gmail.com
www.arcd.org
GRANT BACKGROUND
The Appalachian Resource Conservation and Development Council (ARC&D) and the Tennessee Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) have teamed up to increase awareness of community gardening and urban agriculture by providing the funds to establish new community gardens at select schools, churches, government sites, or 501(c)(3) sponsored areas throughout Tennessee. Five grants of up to $500 will be awarded. The grant is only for materials and supplies, not for personnel or administrative; it is to establish new gardens that have not yet broken soil.

APPLICATION DETAILS
Successful applicants will demonstrate how their garden will:
1)    Educate youth on where food comes from and encourage young people to explore careers in conservation.
2)    Provide interaction between youth and NRCS employees by involving the local District Conservationist in establishing the community garden (DC must provide brief letter of support).
3)    Incorporate sustainable practices that nurture and protect the environment such as capturing rainwater in rain barrels, composting and mulching, companion planting, encouraging pollinators and/or beneficial insects that feed on destructive pests.
4)    Demonstrate that there are sufficient people and financial resources to maintain the garden once it is established.
No match is required, but applicant must demonstrate sufficient people resources and financial resources to maintain the garden once it is established.
Priority will be given to projects in Strike Force counties; find your county at this link:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/strikeforce_state_map_tn_13.pdf
Award Rubric out of a possible 50 points:
up to 5 pts: background description
up to 10 pts: youth involvement
up to 10 pts: future sustainability
up to 10 pts: conservation practices
+ 10 pts: strike force county
+5 pts: demonstrated support from other community partners

IMPORTANT DATES
--Application period closes Monday December 15, 2014, at midnight.
--Awards announced Monday January 12, 2015 and 50% funds disbursed February 2015.
--Initial project reports due Monday May 11, 2015 and remaining funds disbursed.
--Final project report due Monday August 17, 2015.
DELIVERABLES
For funded projects, an initial report and a final project report will be required. Reports will include an account of expenses (receipts not necessary), photographs of the garden, and documentation of a published news article documenting the success (such as ribbon cutting or grand opening or education event) of the garden and its partnership with NRCS.  An ARC&D representative will strive to visit each awarded garden project during 2015. 
GRANT FOR NEW TENNESSEE COMMUNITY GARDENS FY ‘15
APPLICATION
INSTRUCTIONS: Please complete the application using Word. Email 3-page application and all attachments together in one email to Emily Bidgood, apprcd@gmail.com before midnight December 15, 2014.  

ATTACHMENTS:
--Two to three photographs of the community garden site (jpgs/gifs/pdf all acceptable).
--Drawing of proposed garden plan (jpgs/gifs/pdfs all acceptable).
--Letter of support from your local District Conservationist.
--Optional letters (or email note is acceptable) from partners that will support your proposed youth involvement and/or future sustainability of the project.
PROJECT CONTACTS
Garden Name:
Garden Addr:
Garden County:
Strike Force? Y/N: 
Applicant Organization (School, Govt. dept, non-profit, church):
Organization Addr:
Org. Phone:
TN Congressional District:
(see: https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/TN)

Contact Name:
Contact Mailing Addr:
Contact Phone:


Contact Email:
NRCS DC Name:
NRCS Office Addr:
NRCS phone: 


NRCS DC Email:
PLEASE RESPOND TO THE FOUR PROMPTS IN THE SPACE PROVIDED (~250 WORDS EACH).
BACKGROUND: Tell us about the proposed community garden: Who is involved with getting your garden started, what partners are contributing to planning the garden and/or what role will they play in establishing the garden? Why is the garden is needed in your community?
YOUTH INVOLVEMENT: Describe your plan for how the community garden will involve youth in its establishment and serve as a place to educate youth about where food comes from and about conserving resources.
FUTURE CAPACITY: Describe the resources at your disposal for continuing the garden in the years ahead. Who are the people who will take on responsibility and where are the financial resources going to come from? (If the people responsible include someone other than yourself, it would be wise to include a letter of support from them. If you have a partner that has committed to financial support, a letter of support would also be wise.)
CONSERVATION PRACTICES: What are the specific sustainable practices that nurture and protect the environment that you are including in your garden plan? Please list and describe – and include on garden drawing in attachments if applicable.
BUDGET
Below are the categories of fundable items to guide your budget description. List the items for which you are requesting funding and the amount. If applicable, list the matching resources for the project (can include dollar amounts, if known, or describe). Reserve item descriptions for the Budget Justification section, where you should justify need and cost of requested items.
	Category
	Amount Requested
	Matching dollars or in-kind resources (list)

	Storage
(list)
	$
	

	Tools
(list)
	$
	

	Construction materials
(list)
	$
	

	Dirt, mulching
(list)
	$
	

	Seeds, plants
(list)
	$
	

	Signage
(list)
	$
	

	Water infrastructure
(list)
	$
	

	Other (list)
	$
	

	TOTAL REQUEST 
	$*


	



*Not to exceed $500.00

Budget Justification (justify need and cost of requested items): 
(Your completed application should not exceed 3 pages.)
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