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PRESS RELEASE

 

Contact: Emily Bidgood, Project Coordinator
Phone Number: (423) 979-2581
3211 N. Roan St. Johnson City, TN 37601

Email: apprcd@gmail.com
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CELEBRATING 10 YEARS OF BARNS, QUILTS, FAMILY
 

JOHNSON CITY, TN (August 27, 2013) – On October 11th and 12th, fans and friends of the Quilt Trail are invited a 10th Anniversary Celebration and Fundraiser. Festivities include a Farm-To-Table Benefit Dinner and a special Open House along the Quilt Trail, celebrating 10 years and over 100 sites along the clothesline of barn quilts. Tickets are on sale by calling (423) 979-2581 or visiting QuiltTrail.org.

It started with the humble intention of embellishing a few farms with color, geometry, and storytelling. Looking back, founder Roy Settle says, “We thought this would be something for locals to drive around and see on a Sunday afternoon. I did not dream it would be anything like this."  Boosting agricultural economy through tourism soon became the heart of the Quilt Trail, which is coordinated by the Appalachian RC&D Council, a local non-profit based in Johnson City. “Adding art to the barns refreshed our perspective. We wanted to make it easier for customers to find farms, and we wanted everyone to know that supporting local agriculture is essential to our economy.” The Appalachian RC&D markets farms directly, and farms can use the quilt patterns to educate customers about the history of their farm.
Fresh ingredients from quilt farms will be featured at a gourmet Farm-to-Table Dinner on Friday October 11th to benefit the Quilt Trail and other agricultural development programs of the Appalachian RC&D. Dinner will be served on the grounds of the historic Embree Farm, Telford, by the creek across from the quilt barn, on land that was once walked by the likes of Davy Crockett and John Sevier.  Guests can expect local wine and fresh local fare sourced from farms along the Quilt Trail, prepared by the culinary talents of Tributary Restaurant of Mountain City (which also happens to be on the Quilt Trail).  Donna Sue Groves, the founder of the original Quilt Trail in Ohio, will give the evening address at the Farm-to-Table Dinner.  Owners will be giving tours of the 1791 stone Embree House, a historic stop on the Underground Railroad.  Advance reservations are required ($75 suggested donation) and can be made by calling (423) 979-2581.
On Saturday October 12th, the public can directly patronize quilt farms across Northeast Tennessee during a special Open House on the Quilt Trail: Thirty participating Quilt Trail venues will open their doors and welcome guests like family for the day. For a $10 Day Pass, guests will plan their self-touring route to meet and greet quilt owners, hear family stories, discover quilt shows, old-time demonstrations, refreshments, and special discounts on local products. A Day pass takes the form of a Commemorative Passport, which can be stamped at each site visited during the Open House. It is recommended that Passports be purchased in advance to adequately plan a fun day of getting wrapped up in the Quilt Trail: visit QuiltTrail.org.
Tennessee Quilts, Farm Credit Mid-America, and First Bank & Trust Company, are lead sponsors. All proceeds and donations, go to the Appalachian RC&D Council’s tax-deductible programs (such as the Quilt Trail) that improve rural economy while conserving natural and cultural resources. ARCD.org
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