Page 2

Quilt Trail Open House October 16th


	Contact: Emily Bidgood
Email: apprcd@gmail.com 423-979-2581 (office)

919-636-8112 (cell)


	Appalachian RC&D Council
3211 N. Roan St.
Johnson City, TN  37601

www.QuiltTrail.org
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Press Release

      For Immediate Release
QUILT TRAIL 110 LONG, CELEBRATES MILESTONES 
When: Thursday, September 12th – 1:00  - 1:30pm
Where: Cleek Farms, Cleek Road (off E. Stone Drive), Kingsport TN 37660
Who: Representatives of the Press. Speakers will include Ms. Lee Curtis, Director of Heritage Tourism for the TN Dept. of Tourist Development; Mr. Roy Settle, Founder of the Quilt Trail in Northeast Tennessee; Ms. Linda Crouch McCreadie, established business owner (Tennessee Quilts, and Crouch Greenhouse); and a representative from the Cleek Farms family.
What: On Sept. 12, the Appalachian Resource Conservation & Development (RC&D) Council, which founded and maintains the Quilt Trail, invites members of the press to help kick off the celebration of several important milestones for the Northeast Tennessee Quilt Trail and regional agricultural tourism. At the event, speakers and staff will:
1) Welcome Cleek Farms as the 110th and latest site to the Quilt Trail. (Cleek Farms opens their fall season the following weekend. www.cleekfarms.com)
2) Invite friends and fans of the Quilt Trail to a Farm-to-Table Dinner fundraiser on Friday October 11th in Telford, near Jonesborough.
3) Announce the Open House on the Quilt Trail, Saturday October 12th, during which a network of 30 quilt sites will participate in a special regional heritage festival. 
4) Introduce the Follow Quilt Trail mobile app, connecting mobile visitors with farms and sites on the Northeast Tennessee Quilt Trail.
The Appalachian RC&D Council, 501(c)(3) recently lost its federal funding support. In order to continue the Quilt Trail and related cultural and agricultural programs it must reach out to its fans and friends. The Quilt Trail boosts agricultural tourism by directly connecting customers to farms and raising the profile of the importance of sustaining farm economy.  The Trail tells the stories of how time weaves together families and land on multi-generational farms and in communities. The Quilt Trail has grown northeast Tennessee tourism nationally and internationally, and strengthened community here at home by promoting our unique history and heritage.  Contact Emily Bidgood at (919) 636-8112
###

Coordinated by the Appalachian RC&D Council
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