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For Immediate Release
Tennessee to Host National Quilt Trail Gathering for Arts, Culture, and Tourism
GREENEVILLE, Tenn. -- Greeneville/Greene County will be hosting the 2016 National Quilt Trail Gathering, a multi-day celebration with a strong focus on promoting art in public places, preserving stories and folk life, and encouraging arts and agricultural tourism. From August 10-13 it is expected that over 100 ambassadors from all over the country and Canada will gather at the historic General Morgan Inn for four colorful days of workshops, best practices, storytelling, art tours, and exhibits.  Tennessee residents involved in community public art are invited to attend. See www.nationalQTgathering.com for full schedule, registration, and details. The conference is sponsored by the Appalachian RC&D Council, Tennessee Quilts Shop, Greeneville/Greene County Tourism, the General Morgan Inn, the Tennessee Arts Commission and the Mary G.K. Fox Foundation.
The Quilt Trail movement is a model for how the Arts are a force for sustainable community enrichment, tourism, and economic development across America. Donna Sue Groves founded the first Quilt Trail in 2001 in Adams County, Ohio. The first quilt square was painted on Groves’ barn in honor of her mother, long time and celebrated quilter, Nina Maxine. From there Groves and her neighbors continued on to create the first Barn Quilt Trail. Their main objective was to draw in tourism to help support local businesses and artists. Little did they know they would be founding what has become a national folk art phenomenon. 

During the Gathering the public is invited to view one of the first screenings of the documentary Pieced Together, with Director/Producer Julianne Donofrio (http://www.piecedtogetherdoc.com). The film tells the story of Donna Sue Groves, and how, according to Donofrio, “one woman’s love for her mother changed the American landscape and saved her own life.”

Since 2001 the Quilt Trail movement has grown to 45 plus states and on into Ontario, Canada. All independent grass roots projects, each trail has its own goals and unique artwork and approaches. In 2011 Ohio hosted the first Quilt Trail Conference to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the Ohio Quilt Trail. Greeneville TN will be the second of such gatherings.

A shared pride in both history and craftsmanship is no doubt one shared value of the hundreds of Quilt Trails across the country. Gwyn Southerland, co-owner of Southerland Farms, one of the stops on the Northeast TN Quilt Trail, has been on the planning team for the conference. According to Southerland, “Greeneville-Greene County’s active artist- and volunteer-led downtown and barn quilt trail is thrilled to 
host sister trails from across the country.” Southerland said that her farm is proud to be part of the Quilt Trail. “We have a 4-foot by 4-foot ‘Tobacco Leaf’ mural on our Spring House that has been part of our family farm for more than 100 years.” The Southerland Farm is one of many farms in Northeast TN to have benefitted from the Quilt Trail. Through bus tours and regularly hosted event, the trail has spotlighted area agriculture by drawing in tourists and supporting strong community. 

The Gathering will feature speakers and workshops on fundraising, publicity, and development, relevant to those working in Community Arts, Main Street Revitalization Programs, Folk Life Preservation, and Agricultural Tourism. All attending Quilt Trails and organizations will have the chance to share their best practices in a lightening round style of “Three Minutes of Fame,” giving everyone a moment in the spotlight. Merikay Waldvogel, published quilt historian and one of the key players in the late 20th century quilt history revival, will be one of the keynote speakers during the Gathering. Nationally celebrated storyteller, Elizabeth Ellis will be another keynote speaker at the Gathering to both entertain and teach. There will be a traditional quilt show at the Greeneville-Greene County History Museum, and a contemporary show by Patricia Mink, director of the Fibers Art program in the Department of Art and Design at East Tennessee State University at a downtown gallery.  A quilt turning performance will be hosted by the Greene County quilt barn owners at Still Hollow Farm on Friday night.  Saturday morning is a guided bus tour of the quilt barns and downtown quilt sites.
A full schedule and registration for the Gathering are found online at: www.nationalQTGathering.com, and is on social media at www.facebook.com/FollowtheQuiltTrail. Contact the Appalachian RC&D Council at 423-979-2581 for more information.
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