[image: image1.jpg]< ,J'v ~APPALACHIAN
| anwdat SR C 5D COUNCIL




PRESS RELEASE

 

Contact: Emily Bidgood 


Appalachian RC&D Council

Phone Number: (423) 979-2581

3211 N. Roan St. Johnson City, TN 37601


Email: apprcd@gmail.com

Website: www.ARCD.org




For Immediate Release: July 11, 2016
Preserving Local History and Heritage, One Quilt At A Time:

JOHNSON CITY, TN–  Every quilt represents a piece of history. The Trail of Quilt Barns is one effort to tell these stories with the wider public. With 100+ sites along the Quilt Trail in Carter, Greene, Johnson, Sullivan, Unicoi, and Washington counties of Tennessee (www.quilttrail.org) there are many stories to share and pieces of history to preserve.

An old fashioned Quilt Turning and Luncheon will be held July 20th at Farmhouse Gallery and Gardens (121 Covered Bridge Ln, Unicoi). The event will feature antique heirloom quilts from the quilt barns. The quilt barn owners themselves will tell their stories behind the quilts and quilt-makers. In real time the stories will be recorded and photographed as part of a larger regional “Quilt Story” project to document and preserve quilt history folk art online, supported by the TN Arts Commission. Event time is 11:30am, information at www.arcd.org or by calling 423-979-2581.

A Quilt turning is a form of informal performance. Led by Linda Crouch-McCreadie, co-owner of Tennessee Quilts Shop, the quilt barn owners will stack their quilts on a large bed and then peel back the layers and tells their stories, as they peel back the layers of time. Everyone gathers around to enjoy the “turning”. 

This summer the Quilt Trail community is putting on several events to celebrate quilting tradition and document stories.  August 10-13 a national gathering of Quilt Trail ambassadors from across the country is coming to Greeneville. Several events are open to the public, including the World Premier of the first documentary about the American Quilt Trail movement, Pieced Together, with producer/filmmaker Julianne Donofrio, at the Capitol Theatre on August 11th. Merikay Waldvogel, author and internationally recognized leader in quilt history revival, will speak on August 12th. Nationally celebrated storyteller, Elizabeth Ellis will give a performance on August 11th. Patricia Mink, director of the Fibers Art program in the Department of Art and Design at East Tennessee State University, will give an artist talk on her contemporary quilt show on August 11th. A farm dinner and quilt turning performance will be hosted by the Greene County quilt barn owners at Still Hollow Farm on August 12th.  A guided motor coach tour of quilt barns in northeast Tennessee will be conducted on August 13th. All details about the National Quilt Trail Gathering are found at: www.nationalQTgathering.com.

A truly American phenomenon, across the country there are currently 45 states with Quilt Trails. All were inspired by Ohio, the birthplace of the quilt barns, but each trail remains independent and grassroots. The northeast Tennessee Quilt Trail is a project of the nonprofit Appalachian Resource Conservation & Development Council. Sponsored by Tennessee Quilts, General Morgan Inn, Greeneville Tourism. Details and tickets about all of this summer’s Quilt Trail events are at www.arcd.org.
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